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ENVIROCHINA: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (course rationale)

The Envirochina program originated in 2004 as an academic, cultural, and social exchange
between art and design students from China and the United States. The result of this
collaborative exchange is an artists’ collective, one of the most powerful ways in which
designers and artists can work focused on a common idea or project. There are many historical
examples of artists’ collectives: from Russian Constructivism, the Bauhaus movement, and more
contemporary web collectives. The term “collective” means a group of artists working together
(collaborating) to realize a common goal. In the case of the this Envirochina workshop, that goal
1s an ongoing web resource of images and ideas (www.envirochina.net) and an exhibition in the
gallery of Taiyuan Normal University (TYNU) of the combined efforts of the students at TYNU
in the Envirochina workshop, the students of Florida State University (FSU), and selected TYNU
and FSU faculty including myself and Scott Groeniger, graphic design professor at FSU.
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COURSE OVERVIEW (Envirochina objectives)
During the three weeks of this workshop, we will explore the city of Taiyuan and the



surrounding Shanxi province through imagery, most notably digital photography. What can be
learned by pointing a camera at environmental and social subjects, capturing them for others to
see? How can we help prevent or understand these issues by bringing them out in the open?
Students in this program will be expected to create many photographs and other design artworks,
which are to be shared through the envirochina.net website. Additionally, an exhibit of this work
will be designed and prepared for display in the university gallery, and for future exhibition in
America.
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For the Chinese students, the course is a three-week workshop scheduled to meet four days per
week for 3 hours per day. At the same time as this workshop, graphic design students at Florida
State University will be meeting daily in reviewing and contributing to the work produced in
China. As a group of artists, we will be researching the vast array of environmental, social,
cultural and economic issues facing both China and the United States as China emerges into a
global superpower. The website www.envirochina.net will serve as the common online
container for this data. Both groups of students (Chinese and American) will contribute links to
information online about these issues, as well as provide their own interpretations.
Envirochina.net will serve as the portal for our collected links, photographic images representing
these issues, our designs, documentation of the physical exhibition in China, and as an archive of
the project to aid in future exploration.
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You will be asked to do research, sharing that research on the Envirochina website through links
for others to access and investigate. Working in this way as a group from both the China and the
United States, we will be able to amass an extremely unique and focused web collection of data.
It is from this shared resource that we will pull the content for our artwork. We will be using
data from the web to visualize the ideas we research. Our primary objective is to raise the global
awareness of the tremendous environmental, social, and economical cost of the current
relationship between China and the United States.
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CLASS WORK TIME

This class requires active participation from the students. You will be asked to provide
photographic images, research ideas, and web links on a daily basis. These resources will be
shared and discussed with the entire class so that we all may enhance our own ideas from what
others have brought to our attention. Expect to be out in the city and country taking digital
photographs every day. Expect to be processing these images for the website as well as doing



internet research every night. The time frame for this class is short, so be prepared to do a lot of
work!
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During class periods, I will share the work of all students as well as my own research for each of
us to view and comment on. All viewpoints are welcomed and encouraged. The ideas of
everyone are necessary and are an important part of the content of the website and the exhibition,
as well as the understanding you will develop from this course.
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It is crucial that we have links to websites both in Mandarin and English to environmental
groups, artists, political discourse, personal expression (blogs), or anyone that is discussing the
issues and ideas we are interested in. We will use the data from these links as content for our
exhibition. Students are encouraged to use all of their artistic skills photography, video, design,
drawing, etc. in meeting the goals of this course. Furthermore students will be encouraged (and
required) to post their links and artworks to the Envirochina website. Students at Florida State
University in America will collaborate on these same design files as the students at Taiyuan
Normal University. All shared files will be stored on the web server at the Department of Art at
FSU. We will work within specific technical parameters for file types including both vector and
bitmap data. We will share information, web links, digital files, sounds and video in an effort to
visualize the current global environmental issues facing China and the United States.
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PROJECTS

Week 1:

American Consumerism in Chinese Culture

WalMart, McDonalds, over-packaging, proliferation of cell phones and electronics, influence of
Western style, “non-essential” items becoming the “must haves”, why the exportation of
American culture does not work in a sustainable world.
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Week 2:

The Individual Problems in China and America

Long work hours, physical job hazards, depression/anxiety, lack of family time (meals, play with
children, family conversations), debt and the curse of credit cards, apathy
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Week 3:

Looking to the Future by Exploring the Present

Water shortages, loss of natural environment, pollution/health, increased cars, increased
pavement, city rainwater runoff, sewage/wastewater, overcrowding and societal tension,
landfills/trash disposal
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THE ENVIROCHINA EXHIBITION (concept details)

You will be participating along with the Graphic Design students at FSU in a collaborative
exhibition of your work. Both students from the Taiyuan Normal University and Florida State
University, as well as faculty from these institutions, will be included in this exhibition to take
place in the gallery at TYNU. Details on this exhibition will be shared once the program begins
in China.
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